Clacton Rugby Club
Clacton Kestrels

12 points;
Thurston II’s

15 points

Suffolk Merit League – Division One
Saturday 22nd October 2011 

Saturday saw Clacton's Kestrels at home to Thurston II's for their Suffolk Merit League match. It was with a strong looking pack that Clacton took to the field with which included the welcome return of Joe Wigfall at loose head prop and the presence of Richard Blanes in the second row. Clacton received the kick and didn't deal with it at all well, losing possession and gifting Thurston the opening score inside the first minute. A rather simple conversion was missed so the score was 5-0. That was pretty much the only sniff that Thurston had of the Clacton goal line throughout the first half as the Kestrel's forwards took control of the game. Scrummaging was solid and the line out for the most part untouchable. It was the forwards that made both first half tries for Clacton, the first coming after several phases of sustained pressure in the Thurston 22 which led to a penalty on the 5 metre line. Joe Wigfall took a tap penalty and powered over the line to draw the teams level. Kouros Kemp kicked a difficult conversion and the home side took the lead.

Another penalty in midfield was kicked into the corner for a lineout 10 metres out. The lineout was caught cleanly and the resulting maul was driven smoothly toward the try line. Simon Griggs carrying the ball at the back of the maul broke off to the blind side, drew the only defender and offloaded to Ollie Redpath who touched down right in the corner. The kick was just short but Clacton ended the half 12-5 in front.

The second half was a different story with Clacton struggling to get out of their own half for long periods. Defence was resolute however and time after time Clacton denied the visitors from close range. It was a long range kick that finally caught Clacton out. Stuart Cook at full back failed to adequately deal with the high ball, the knock on leading to a Thurston 5 metre scrum. This scrum led to a converted try under the posts and Thurston were level. 

Thurston continued to apply the pressure but were kept at bay until 3 minutes from time when they were awarded a penalty in a very kickable position. They duly took the kick and ran out the last couple of minutes to win 15-12. A very enjoyable game that could easily have gone either way. Clacton's Lonsdale Landscapes Man of the Match after a long absence from senior rugby due to injury and with a fantastic performance both in defence and attack was Joe Wigfall. Next week sees the Kestrel's travel to Harwich for a friendly fixture.
